
Opening Friday October 9 w ill be the CSC‟s Fall 

production: Shakespeare‟s Merchant of Venice. 

Director  Francie Pagell views the play as a contrast 

between light and dark elements of humanity.  

Privilege vs. prejudice, luxury vs. poverty. 

The Merchant of Venice is generally considered one 

of Shakespeare‟s more difficult plays to present in 

modern times.  In Elizabethan times, prejudice 

against Jews was commonplace.  In our cultural era, 

such a theme involving obvious anti-Semitism can 

be tricky to represent sensitively, yet effectively. 

The titular Merchant of the play is Antonio, who 

borrows money for his mercantile endeavors from 

the Jew ish moneylender, Shylock.  When Antonio 

loses his fleet of ships during a misfortune at sea, 

Shylock demands his repayment including a „pound 

of flesh‟ as interest.  Meanwhile, noble Bassanio 

seeks to marry the beautiful Portia, but has to first 

prove himself worthy by solving the curious riddle 

of the gold, silver and lead caskets designed by her 

late father to keep her suitors at bay.    

Subplots and comic relief also abound in this 

entertaining and thought-provoking work!    

Performances w ill be held at Tatem-Shields American 

Legion Post #17 on 622 Atlantic Avenue S. in 

Collingswood on Friday October  9, Saturday October 

10, Friday October 16 , and Saturday October 17 @ 

8:00pm w ith matinee performances on Sunday 

October 11 and Sunday October 18 @ 3pm.  Tickets: 

$15/adults and $10 seniors &  students.  Haddonfield 

Friends shows Saturday October  24 @ 8pm &  Sunday 

October 25 @ 3pm  Further event info and directions 

w ill be available on our website:  

http://www.collingswoodshakespeare.org/cscevent.htm 

Collingswood Shakespeare‟s 

ongoing free discussion series, 

Coffee &  Shakespeare continues 

in the Fall of  2009 w ith a new  

round of topics.  Join our 

moderator, Gerald Van Wilgen for  

a lively discussion w ith coffee, tea 

and light refreshments.   

Dates and topics are as follows: 

September 9— Winter‟s Tale 

October  14—  Cymbeline 

November 11—  Hamlet (pt 1)  

December  9—  Hamlet (pt 2) 
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Quiddities: 
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SUMMER 2009 Actus  I  sc. 2  

All that glisters is not gold... 

Discussions w ill convene in the 

Activity Room of the Collings-

wood Public Library promptly @ 

7pm. Hope to see you there! 

 

 

Points of interest: 

Fall 2009 Production: 
Merchant of Venice 

NEW Coffee &  Shake-
speare discussions 

WOTR sneak peek! 

Book Review  &  more! 

 

Upcoming TV: 

 
PBS Great Performances: 

Hamlet— 

RSC/David Tennant and 

Patrick Stewart 

 

Coming in 2010 
check local listings 

 

http://www.collingswoodshakespeare.org/cscevent.htm
http://www.collingswoodshakespeare.org


Q and A with Dr. Overtoom, Director: 
 
Q: Can you talk about Fight Club? 
DO: Nay. Rule the First of Fight Club is ôThou art 
not to speak of Fight Clubõ  :)  
 
Q: When and where did this project originate? 
DO: Back around 1984-5, I edited the Henry IV and 
V plays into “The Life of Henry V” and then did 
Richard II soon thereafter.  In order to complete the 
History cycle, I wanted to eventually do the same with 
Henry VI plays and Richard III as the bookend. 
 
Q: I understand this production will give more 
emphasis to Shakespeareõs poetic language...? 

DO: Yes! In order to tackle a challenge of this scope, 
I needed a Company of actors strong enough, who 
had also performed together enough to be familiar 
with each otherõs strengths and who were committed 
to their roles and technical support of the production. 
Unless you have a Company of regulars, thereõs little 
point to going into detail regarding the language, as 
the journeyman actor doesnõt “stick”.  There has been 
a progression with CSC—the first challenge was for 
us to mount a show like Allõs Well in 2007, then 
attempt rotating repertory and finally to successfully 

Come Winter 2010, CSC will be mounting its 
grandest and most exciting project to dateð  
The Wars of the Roses!!  Feb 26-March 21!! 
 
With a scope which incorporates four of 
Shakespeareõs history plays into three repertory 
performance nights, The Wars of the Roses will 
indeed be a marvelous action-packed spectacle to 
behold!  Each performance night will clock in at 
approximately 2.5 hours each, making the complete 
series a 7.5 hour epic!  Expect many stage fights, 
skirmishes, love, war, intrigue and villainy spanning 
the full breadth of Shakespeareõs rarely performed 
Henry VI, parts I, II and III and fan-fave Richard 
III. 
 
Director Douglas Overtoom began readings for this 
pet project back at the beginning of 2008 and 
rehearsals are now proceeding apace in earnest. 

WARS OF THE ROSES Exclusive:  

execute a tragedy, which we accomplished in 2008 

with King Lear.  There were some that doubted 
our ability to do that last one justice. 
 
Q: How will the audience be able to keep track of 
all the lords and earls in the English nobility? 
DO: I have created two characters, Harbinger of 
Death, and Harbinger of Doom to incorporate 
many of these one-line characters.  Hopefully, this 
device will minimize some of the distractions of 
“English nobility fatigue”. 

Snail mail address: 

Collingswood Shakespeare Co. 

P. O. Box #58 

Collingswood, NJ 08108 

 

Have an idea, question or just want to get 
involved? Email us at: 

collingswoodshakespeare@gmail.com 

 CSC: ITôS ALL ABOUT 
THE BARD!! 

 

Visit us on the Web! 
http:/ / www .collingswoodshakespeare.org 

 

Paul Collinsõ The Book of William: 
How Shakespeareõs First Folio Con-
quered the World  (Bloomsbury, 2009) 
tells the engrossing story of how a 
remaindered book of 36 outdated plays 
became one of the rarest and most 
valuable books in the  world.  Folio 
copies have disappeared in fires, floods, 
and shipwrecks, while others have been 
used as doorstops, wrapping paper, and 
scrap.  About 220 first folios survive, 
and while most of these are incomplete, 
these documents remain the most stud-
ied and valuable books in the world.  A 
census keeps track of the ownership of 
each folio and each unique distinguish-
ing characteristic.  Samuel Johnsonõs 
messy copy might be the most nutri-
tious—it is full of food stains and 
smears—but the most interesting may 
be the Meisei University copy in To-
kyo.  The 16th century annotations 
therein are arguably the work of the 
first Shakespeare scholar.  It is fascinat-
ing to think that Shakespeareõs name 
and works might have disappeared 
forever if the last three Kingõs Men had 
not collected the plays and had them 
printed.  The world is in their debt for 
linking Shakespeareõs time to ours.  We 
are in Collinsõs debt for making the 
story so delightful to read.   

Caliban‟s Corner: AstroShakesScope~ 
Leo: 
Helena says:  ñThe hind  

that would be mated by the  

Lion must die for Love..!” 
 

Alls Well That Ends Well,   

~Act I, sc. i 

In Spring of 2010, CSC w ill bring back its Tempest, per-

formed back in 2007, for a second run.  If you missed it the 

first time around, here‟s your second chance to see Calypso 

Caliban, airy spirited Ariels and the magical wonders of 

Prospero‟s isle!  Even if you saw  it 

before, come again!  You‟re bound 

to notice something you didn‟t the 

first time!  So, bring along your 

scamels and nimble marmosets!  

Tempest w ill be back in May 2010! 

Tempest R edux ~ Spring 2010

Ring by courier! 

òShakespeare~ 

Better Known 

than Marlowe!!ó Will S.!  

Entertaining plays for 

all tastes! Comedies, 

tragedies, romance!   

And, uhé histories, 

of courseé you know, 

if youõre into that 

kind of boring stuffé 

FREE flights  

of fancy with 

every play! 

Available 

NOW at your 

local library 

or bookstore! 

July 22-August 23 

< Fight Club: 

Joan la 

Pucelle &  

the Duke of 

York face 

off! 
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