f
Wz

COMPANY

@gchcfztze&

7 fe ve;y essence, or w‘/;atne&er ; gf af/ tﬁnjs cZ-Sﬁdakde@':vli'are

”

Collingswood Shakespeare Company Newsletter

MIDWINTER 2009

Points of interest:

Winter 2009 Production:
Measure for Measure

NEW Coffee & Shake-
speare discussions

Back Stage Interview!
Midsummer auditions

DVD movie review &
more!

Upcoming TV:

PBS Great Performances:

King Lear—
RSC/Sir lan McKellen

Wednesday March 25

check local listings

In this issue:

Measure for Measure

Coffee & Shakespeare

Midsummer Auditions

Company member
Interview: Tony Vitullo

http://www.collingswoodshakespeare.org
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Opening Friday February 13 will be the CSC’s 7th
consecutive play production: Shakespeare’s Measure

for Measure.

Director Chuck DeLong has set the play in the
Roaring 20s during Depression-era prohibition,
interpolating a number of notable caricatures of that
time as Shakespeare’s personae. There will even be
a couple of torch song performances to liven up the

action!

Measure for Measure begins as the Duke of Vienna
decides to take a sabbatical, temporarily investing
his powers in his strict Deputy, Angelo in order to
enforce long-neglected laws. When Angelo uses his
new clout to condemn a nobleman to death for
fornication, the young man’s sister Isabella (a novice
nun) is enlisted to plead his case. Angelo becomes
besotted with Isabella for her purity and makes her
an indecent proposal: her brother’s life for her
chastity! But all is not Lost. The Duke has not truly
left; he is still machinating events to turn out for the

greatest good.

Subplots and comic relief abound in this entertaining

and thought-provoking work!
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Justice, justice, justice, Justice!! ‘

Performances will be held at Tatem-Shields American
Legion Post 17 at 622 Atlantic Avenue S. in
Collingswood on Friday February 13; Saturday
February 14, Friday February 20, and Saturday
February 21 @ 8:00pm with matinee performances on
Sunday February 15 and Sunday February 22 @ 3pm.
Tickets: $15/adults and $10 seniors & students.
Haddonfield Friends shows Saturday March 6 @ 8pm
& Sunday March 7 @ 3pm Further event info and
directions will be available on our website:

http://www.collingswoodshakespeare.org/cscevent.htm
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Collingswood Shakespeare’s
ongoing free discussion series,
Coffee & Shakespeare kicks off

2009 with a new round of topics.

Join our moderator, Gerald Van
Wilgen for a lively discussion
with coffee, tea and light
refreshments.

Dates and topics are as follows:

January 26 — Measure for Measure
February 16 —Romeo & Juliet
March 30 —Merchant of Venice
April 27— A Midsummer Night's
Dream

May 18 — Comedy of Errors

Discussions will convene in the
Activity Room of the Collings-
wood Public Library promptly @
7pm. Hope to see you there!
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CSC SHAKESPEARIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE!!

(er ...is that the new catchphrase?)

Don’t lay your goatish

Snail mail address:
Collingswood Shakespeare Co.
P. O. Box #58
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Collingswood, NJ 08108

Entertaining plays fof
all tastes! Comedies
tragedies, romance!
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Movie Cuiill:

The Other Boleyn Girl

Based on bestselling novel by
Philippa Gregory. Eric Bana (yum!)
as a hottie Henry VIII, with Scarlett
Johansson and Natalie Portman as
the sisters Boleyn. Sumptuous pe-
riod costumes —nicked from actual
portraits from the time. Portman’s
performance falls somewhat short of
the ah, —idiom of strong-willed

Anne, but Johansson, without much

And, uhé hi stories, precedent to invite comparison, is
of coursep pobYdhhakeYyGuMown set of fairy wings? Have you suitably mild as the erstwhile Mary.
:( T ] é/ 0 g ]9 r S I Ir v{r]aﬂt egi to Fgl’?}’ﬁ’ltf ck eyer since you saw the movie Dead Bana contributes a fair turn as the
) Poets Society?? Well, now’s your chance! CSC will be rapacious Henry. Lush intrigue and
Available holding auditions for our Spring 2009 play: “A Midsum- lavish jewel tones aplenty to satisfy
FREE flights NOW _at your mer Night's Dream” tentatively on Friday January 30, any Anglophile!
of fancy with local I|brary Saturday January 31 and Sunday February 1. Location and
every play! or bookstore! times to be determined. Production to go up in April-May 3/5 Inkdrops: SSS
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Ring by courier!

Visit us on the Web!

http:/ /www.collingswoodshakespeare.org

2009.

Please check our website for the latest info.

Have an idea, question or just
want to get involved?

Email us at:
collingswoodshakespeare@gmail.com
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So... what is your Day Job and what does it
entail?

I'm the Controller for DEB Shops, a teenage girls’
retail clothier. I check the accuracy of financial
records and accounts across the country, but
mostly concentrated in the Midwest and
Northeast US.

How did you first become involved with CSC?
Well, I was actually out of the acting gig for a
few years, when a friend contacted me to ask if
I'd be interested in coming out to audition for
the part of Bertram in All’s Well That Ends Well.
The rest is history.

You are involved with a few other institutional
Boards, yes?

3 Boards: 2 theatre companies, and the board of
my alma mater, Philadelphia University
(formerly Phila Textile).

What is your favorite role with CSC so far?
Edgar in King Lear. It gave me the opportunity
to stretch my acting range and explore a tragic
character, but also the “comic” elements of his
put-on insanity . The sparse clothing was also
quite an, er... challenge.

What is your Shakespearean Dream Role?
Henry V. Ever since I saw Branagh’s movie, I've
always wanted to try the St. Crispin’s speech.

What do find most challenging about acting
Shakespeare?

Understanding the language. Getting input from
various versions of the play and feedback from
the director is really key, because you only have
one chance to get it across to the audience. I feel

through an actor’s effective combination of speech

inflection and action, the audience will “get past”
the language and intuitively grasp the action and
subtext.

What do you enjoy the most?

I really enjoy our group rehearsal process. With a
core group, you can create bonds and really
become familiar with an actor’s unique style. A

group that’s comfortable with each other naturally

can work better together. I also really like our use
of thrust staging in our space, which enables the
audience to be right in the middle of the play’s
action. Shakespeare is challenging to present to
modern audiences and this particular staging
really helps engage the audience.

So... how did you begin acting anyway?

My mother taught piano and had a studio
when I was growing up. Ilearned to play
beginning at age 5, and was a member of the
pit orchestra for my high school’s musicals
as piano accompanist. I got to know all the
actors and production staff, as I was always
at rehearsals. I also had drama class then
and really enjoyed working on mini-
productions. In college, my roommate Mike
(a tech/lights guy) and I decided to check
out the college drama guild. Iwas told they
didn’t produce any musicals, but was asked
if I wanted to audition for the play they were
doing. Idid, was cast in my first role and
stuck with the group. Eventually, we formed
Gemini Theatre.

Compiled by Dina “Yes, I WAS on my high school yearbook committee” Komuves
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